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S 2018 has been a year of tremendous growth for Journey 

House as we continue to support transformation within 
the Clarke Square Neighborhood and beyond. Thanks 
to your support through generous donations, sharing 
our story, volunteering at our events, and attending our 
programming we have been Growing Together through 
enhanced programming, strengthened partnerships, and 
visionary plans for the future.

In September, we celebrated the ribbon cutting and Grand 
Opening of the Felix Mantilla High School Field at Baran 
Park. In partnership with Major League Baseball, Brewers, 
Cal Ripken Foundation, Scotts, Majerus Foundation, Zilber 
Family Foundation and host of other partners, we opened 
a Major League Baseball quality high school field. The 
high school field is only the beginning and will soon by 
joined by three little league fields and an Urban Academy 
Center, which will serve as a second home for our rapidly 
expanding Journey House family.

This year Journey House was proud to be chosen by 
BelAir Cantina as the Powered By Taco community 
partner! We worked closely with BelAir’s executive chef 
to develop a delicious taco that captured the essence of 
our community and culture. All the proceeds from the 
Powered By Taco partnership directly supported our core 
programming. We hope you had the chance to sample one 
while also championing Journey House!

It seems like every year we celebrate record involvement 
in our family engagement events. Journey House is a 
staple within the community and our families know 
the caliber of programming and events to expect. This 
year was no different, with 1,053 ghouls and goblins 
at our Halloween Spooktacular and 1,543 attendees 
at our Winter Wonderland. Our partnership with 
Young Milwaukee continues to grow and this year they 
donated almost 4,000 toys through their Annual Gala. 
This powerful partnership helps us put more smiles on 
children’s faces every holiday season! Additionally, we 
were excited to add another core family event, a Spring 
Egg Hunt. Through a wonderful partnership with Girl 
Scout Troop #8605, our families celebrated the beautiful 
spring weather with crafts, games, and an egg hunt with 
over 2,000 eggs!

As we move into our 50th Anniversary celebration we 
recognize all the hard work of those who came before 
us. The next step is to take what exists and make it 
even better through a commitment to retention and 
onboarding of high-quality staff who effectively deliver 
Journey House’s programs in a professional manner 

unparalleled for a community organization anywhere 
throughout the country. We are eager to see what the 
future holds!

Thank you for Growing Together with us!

Together in the Journey,

Michele Bria, Ph.D., Chief Executive Officer 
Mike Kleber, Chairman, Board of Directors

Journey House empowers families 
living on Milwaukee’s near 

Southside to move out of poverty 
by offering adult education, 

workforce development, youth 
development, and family 

engagement programs.
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2018 Demographics

Hispanic .......................................................................................... 73%  

African American ............................................................................16%  

White ..................................................................................................5%  

Multiracial ..........................................................................................4%  

Asian American .................................................................................1%  

American Indian................................................................................1% 

8,916 Total Number Served through Programming

4,743 Total Number Served through Family Engagement Events

2018 Revenue

Contributions ......................................................................$3,910,994  

Grants......................................................................................$413,469  

Other .......................................................................................$215,892  

Contract Services  ....................................................................$63,724  

Special Events ...........................................................................$17,474 

$4,621,553 Total Revenue

2018 Expenses

Adult and Workforce Development ................................. $1,175,308  

Youth Programs .....................................................................$949,967  

Management ......................................................................... $600,600  

Development and Fundraising ............................................$150,259 

$2,876,134 Total Expenses
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The ribbon-cutting ceremony for the Major 

League-quality baseball field at Baran Park took 

place September 20, 2018. The $450,000 field was 

paid for by a grant from Major League Baseball 

and Scotts.

The First Annual Punt, Pass, Kick Fundraiser 

was held September 28, 2019. Teams Secure Fire & 

Safety, Young Milwaukee, RBC, Milliman, Argent-

West Bend Mutual, R&R Insurance, and Barb Klein 

battled it out on the field during an afternoon of 

friendly competition. Team Milliman stands as the 

2018 Champion.

On June 2, 2018 Journey House hosted the One 
Dream One Team Gala & Auction. The event 

welcomed 213 guests and raised $200,000 in 

support of our programs and services. 

Discovery World recognized Journey House as 

their Community Partner of the Year at their July 

Discovery World Gala.

Journey House families received care packages 

filled with all the fixings for a delicious holiday 

dinner thanks to the Donald Driver Foundation’s 
Turkey Trot. This year 205 families took part in 

this program.

Awards & Highlights
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This year was an exciting year as we continued 

to grow our programming and impact! Through 

our pillar programs of adult education, workforce 

readiness, youth development, and family 

engagement Journey House provides the tools 

families need to advance their personal and 

professional goals and move their families out 

of poverty. All program areas integrate three key 

methods that allow us to achieve our mission: 

education, relationship building, and exposure. 

Adult Education

As an MATC satellite site, Journey House provides 

high quality instruction in English Language 

Learner (ELL), adult basic skills/GED/literacy 

(offered in English and Spanish), and a pathway 

to citizenship. The skills developed through these 

programs serve as powerful tools for adults 

to obtain and maintain quality employment. 

Our classes offer a Personal Education Plan to 

ensure we are meeting the specific needs of each 

and every one of our students. In order to limit 

the obstacles adult learners encounter when 

continuing their education, Journey House provides 

free, bilingual, on-site child care with a curriculum 

centered around social, physical and intellectual 

stimulation to prepare children for Head Start and 

K4. Throughout the year, 543 adults took part in 

these classes. Eight adults earned their GED, 352 

increased an instructional level, and 36 adults 

became US Citizens. Additionally, 120 children 

attended our on-site childcare.

Workforce Development

Our Workforce Readiness programs provide 

participants with a solid foundation to gain the 

skills employers are looking for. Journey House is 

one of three Local Initiative Support Corporation 

Financial Opportunity Centers in Wisconsin that 

allows low-income residents to obtain the tools 

and resources necessary to gain meaningful 

employment. An integral part of our framework 

is the THRIVE internship, an intensive 12-week 

program that prepares individuals for the 

workplace. This year, 805 participants benefited 

from our workforce readiness services, including 

49 job placements, 24 completed the THRIVE 

Core Programming
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Career Pathway Certification, 91 completed our 

two-week mental skills boot camp, and 624 FY2017 

tax returns were filed, free of charge, through the 

Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program. 

Additionally, 12 residents took advantage of 

Journey House’s Campus Housing Initiative, which 

provides housing and transitional services to youth 

aging out of the foster care system.

Youth Development

Abundant opportunities to thrive in academics, 

athletics, and the arts (visual and performing) 

allows our youth to develop the educational 

and life skills to create a promising future 

for themselves. Journey House believes that 

personal and academic life skills are developed 

in the classroom, on the playground, and on 

the field. Through this holistic approach we 

offer a variety of programming highly organized 

athletic leagues, Journey House Football League 

and the Felix Mantilla Baseball League, College 

Careers Academic Enhancement Structured Study 

Hall, modeled after Division I College Athletic 

programs, Youth Leadership through Esquires and 

Girls in the House and an after-school Community 

Learning Centers.

In 2018, we served 482 youth in our athletic 

programs, 628 in our arts programs, 392 in 

our youth leadership programs, and 843 in our 

Community Learning Centers at Longfellow 

Elementary, Kagel Elementary, and South Division 

High School.

Family Engagement

Community events are a special time for 

families to come together and celebrate in a 

fun, free, and safe environment while enjoying a 

meaningful evening out. These events foster rich 

environments where families can learn, grow, and 

laugh together. This year was our First Annual 

Spring Egg Hunt, in partnership with Girl Scout 

Troop #8605. We also continued many beloved 

traditions with our Halloween Spooktacular, 

Thanksgiving Dinner, Tree Lighting Ceremony, 

Shop with a Cop, Adopt a Family Program, 

Longfellow Homework Nights and Family Dinners, 

and Winter Wonderland. Throughout the year 

4,743 individuals participated in these impactful 

programs, more than any year before!
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Family Story
The Perez-Basurto family moved to Milwaukee from Mexico in 2004 and shortly after arriving, Sara Basurto 

heard about the English classes being offered at the former Journey House Adult Learning Center on 19th and 

Washington. She was attracted not only to the free classes, but also the on-site child care where her children Elena 

and Ramon spent their early years while their mom pursued her education. Journey House community events are 

a vivid childhood memory for Elena, as she and her brother attended holiday events such as Winter Wonderland, 

Thanksgiving, and Halloween Spook-tacular. They even volunteered with Journey House during the holidays, helping 

wrap the many presents that were donated each year. A particularly special memory for the Perez-Basurto are family 

picnics that the adult education classes took with their children every summer.

Journey House offered the resources and skills that Sara needed to be able to find a better job and not worry about 

the safety of her kids. “They always took really good care of us at that day-care, we were always creating fun projects 

and doing engaging activities,” remembers Elena.

Through the years the Perez-Basurto family continued to take advantage of different programming as their needs 

changed. Sara came back to Journey House later, and this time brought her sister, Laura, along. Sara continued her 

education by pursuing her GED and Laura joined the THRIVE workforce development program to help her become 

more employable. Sara was also excited to learn of new opportunities for her now adolescent children. Elena joined 

the youth center as a youth worker for the summer camp program. Re-joining the Journey House family connected 

Elena and her family to more opportunities within the community. Elena started volunteering with Clarke Square 

Neighborhood Initiative and their annual Ciclovia event.

As Elena grew closer to her high school graduation, she joined the Earn & Learn summer internship and eventually 

began learning administrative tasks to become an effective receptionist. Now, Elena’s bright, welcoming smile greets 

everyone who walks through the door. While being a part-time receptionist with Journey House, Elena is attending 

Alverno College on a full scholarship, majoring in Art Therapy. She and her family are a true testament to how families 

growing up in Journey House can make their dreams a reality.
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Cornell and 
Terrion Oliver
Journey House is home to outstanding, well-

crafted youth programs such as, Esquires for 

Boys, Youth Athletics, and College Careers. The 

two young men featured here have done it all: 

meet Cornell Oliver (19) and Terrion Oliver (18), 

two brothers whose lives were shaped through 

Journey House. The Oliver brothers are well-

known throughout Journey House whether 

it’s through their involvement in athletics, 

academics or even volunteering.

The Oliver brothers have been a part of the 

Journey House mission since their early years. 

Cornell and Terrion found comfort in Journey 

House from the first moment they walked in the 

doors, “I remember seeing a lot of guys playing 

basketball and it was exciting” Cornell shared 

about his first impression. For Terrion, access to 

technology through our computer lab facilities 

proved most useful for him.

Journey House means many things to many 

people and for the Oliver brothers it has been 

a place to develop life-long leadership skills. 

“Since my first day here, Journey House has 

been making me better as a young man and 

preparing me for the world. Being a part of 

Journey House has opened up all of the doors 

to make us successful in life.” As Journey House 

serves many families every year, those same 

doors have been opened even wider thanks to 

people like Cornell and Terrion who believe in 

the work we do and help spread our mission. 

Both Cornell and Terrion continue to 

be heavily involved in Journey House 

programming, especially when it revolves 

around sports. Both brothers have used the 

lessons they’ve learned growing up in Esquires 

and Youth Athletics to become influential 

leaders within their Milwaukee Public School 

high school. They have been recognized as 

outstanding athletes and leaders. 

Although sports have been a strong focus of 

interest for both Cornell and Terrion, their 

favorite Journey House memory has been the 

opportunity to travel to our country’s capital, an experience they 

never would have had if it hadn’t been for their close involvement 

with Journey House. 

“Going to Washington D.C. was the best, hands down, no contest. 

Being presented with the opportunity to travel to our nation’s capital 

city for free, not once, not twice but three times will never be topped.” 

Cornell and Terrion wanted to be sure to leave a heartfelt “Thank 

You!” to everyone who has supported them and watched them grow 

through their years at Journey House and beyond.

Cornell will be attending UW-Green Bay in Fall 2019. Congratulations!
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The Journey House family is large and diverse, and an 

integral part of our community are our Journey House 

Fellows. This year we were blessed to grow to four full-

time Fellows, the most we’ve had to date. Their stories 

of transformation are inspirational and highlight the 

strength and assets within our community.

Rafael Espino (Upper Right Photo) 

As a high school dropout, I was pointed to the YouthBuild 

Program here at Journey House through my school. My 

plan was to obtain my GED and find a stable job through 

the program and Journey House offered MATC teachers 

to help with the process. My teacher was Dr. Bria and 

after YouthBuild, I heard there was a job opportunity for 

the Earn and Learn Program where I applied and got the 

job. I loved it so much that I applied for another position 

in Journey House and Dr. Bria and Coach Brown gave me 

a shot with a part-time fellowship job working directly 

under their leadership and it was the best thing I’ve could 

have done.

Keandre Lee (Lower Left Photo) 

My Journey House journey started after I heard about 

the Thrive Career Internship Program. As a kid aging 

out of foster care, I needed a way to keep moving 

forward in my life. Journey House was an invaluable 

source of opportunities and resources built around the 

development of people from my same background. 

After Thrive, I was fortunate to be offered a position as 

a Fellow. My job at Journey House is centered around 

concessions and landscaping for the different Journey 

House properties. Journey House has helped me gain 

and maintain a variety of useful skills and become more 

involved in my community.

Dra ’Vonn Bankhead (Lower Right Photo) 

After dropping out of high school, I didn’t have a lot of 

options and I felt like I was running out of time. I found a 

program, YouthBuild, which offered GED and a 15-week 

construction course, and I thought, why not? During 

my time in YouthBuild, my classes for GED were held at 

Journey House and from the moment I walked in the door 

I knew I was going to be successful here. Now, I have been 

employed at Journey House for over three years, and I’ve 

done so much in that time, from working in our after-

school program to concessions to giving tours and public 

speaking on behalf of the organization. Being here has 

opened so many doors for my future and I’m so thankful.

(Shawn Folck, Upper Left Photo) 

Journey House Fellows
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Community Solutions 
International Fellows
IREX is an international NGO that implements the 

Community Solutions Program (CSP), a program of 

the US Department of State. CSP is a professional 

development program for up-and-coming leaders 

from around the world working in environmental 

issues, tolerance and conflict resolution, transparency 

and accountability, and women and gender issues. 

The CSP program brings these leaders to the U.S. for 

a four-month professional development experience. 

As part of that experience, the fellows are placed with 

a U.S. host organization where they work full-time 

with their American counterparts. This year Journey 

House was chosen to host two CSP fellows, Deogratias 

Kayumba from the Democratic Republic of Congo and 

Sa’eed Diabat from Israel.

As a Training Manager for Al-Fanar, Sa’eed Diabat 

(top photo) has experience guiding and coaching 

people from diverse communities and backgrounds 

to develop their employment opportunities and 

careers and widen their field of interests. During his 

fellowship, Sa’eed worked closely with our youth and 

family engagement programs to learn new methods 

of community empowerment and promoting the 

social inclusion of minority groups. He also brought 

a partnership with Play for Peace to Journey House 

and through his leadership ten Journey House staff 

members were trained on Play for Peace strategies. 

Upon returning to Israel, Sa’eed initiated a project of 

leadership and social commitment for youth from 

diverse backgrounds and minorities in the Middle East.

As a Program Manager for Human Care and 

Community Development, Deogratias Kayumba 

(lower photo) has experience delivering vocational 

training and extension programs related to the 

environment and agriculture to smallholder farmers. 

During his fellowship, Deogratias worked closely 

with our Food Systems Initiative to improve his 

leadership skills and broaden his knowledge of 

development practices for sustainable agricultural and 

environmental management. Upon returning to the 

Democratic Republic of Congo, Deogratias is using his 

acquired leadership skills to implement community 

development projects and innovate sustainable 

household agricultural improvement projects. 
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Expose! Explore! Experience! 

In August, 40 scholar youth leaders had the 

opportunity to visit Washington D.C. and Baltimore 

thanks to a grant from Herb Kohl Philanthropies. 

These students were youth that showed 

exceptional dedication and leadership throughout 

the summer while participating in volunteer 

projects, community service, and internships 

through Journey House programming. 

This 5-day cross-country adventure was an 

opportunity for our students to learn more 

about our country and nation’s capital through 

visits to important national landmarks such as 

the U.S. Capital, the African American Museum, 

the Newseum, the Navy Academy, the Lincoln 

Memorial, the Martin Luther King Memorial, the 

historically black college of Coppin State University, 

and dining at the historic Ben’s Chili Bowl.

Three of our scholar leaders had the distinguished 

honor of laying the wreath at the tomb of the 

Unknown Soldier.

For more pictures visit:  

http://www.journeyhouse.org/dc.html

Washington D.C.

“Our favorite part 
was the Naval 
Academy because 
it was really 
interesting for us 
and we would like 
to be in the Navy 
someday, so we 
learned a lot of 
stuff.” 
– Twin sisters Angela and Angelica
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THRIVE Career Intern
“Before joining Journey House’s THRIVE program 

(summer of 2018) I was unknowingly still carrying 

mental baggage that initiated years ago. My day 

today life had become an emotional rollercoaster and 

I often times found myself in a deep dark place of 

depression. Ready to explode at any given moment. I 

was uncertain with life, unmotivated and unemployed 

at the time when Ritchie Martin introduced the 

program to me. But, mentally I was determined to 

complete all necessary steps for completion because 

I needed a job. 

It wasn’t until our third day of Mental Bootcamp that 

I began to self reflect on the reasoning “why” I was so 

mentally disturbed. One of the rules for the week was 

“Do not speak unless moved.” To me this would be a 

piece of cake. I only knew one individual in the class 

and I was uninterested in giving my life’s story to a 

bunch of strangers that at the time I was unwilling 

to even get to know. I sat in eerie silence for two full 

sessions battling face to face with my real thoughts 

and emotions that were suppressed for so many 

years. On the third day everything changed and I 

couldn’t hold my composure any longer. I was tired of 

acting as though everything was okay. I was tired of 

rotting in self-hate and self-blame. So, finally I opened 

my mouth to speak but before any words could come 

out tears began to stream down my eyes and all I 

remember saying is “I just want to be free” as I buried 

my head in my lap wailing for hours. Allowing myself 

to spiritually purge from all traumatic situations that 

led up to that point.

On that very day I was finally at the start of my 

stride towards mental freedom. Had it not been for 

the experience granted to me by Journey House I’d 

probably still be walking around in spiritual bondage. 

Here I was attending the program only with the intent 

to get a job but I received tons of valuable lessons. 

Although, I did not complete the program; I’d been 

offered immediate employment after completing the 

mental toughness boot camp (from a job that called 

me back after they refused to hire me months prior) 

before commencement. I feel that the universe had 

its own intervention and I am very appreciative for 

the opportunity and the supportive staff. Thank you!”

– THRIVE Testimonial from JaNay Steward, January 7
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Douglas Proebsting cared deeply about other people, especially our Journey House Teens. Every year, he contributed 

to our teen programming, especially during the winter holiday season to make sure our hard-working teens had a 

joyful Christmas. Although Doug passed away much to early in life, his memory will live on in the Douglas Proebsting 

Scholarship, which will be awarded to active Journey House Scholar Leaders and/or Scholar Athletes who exemplify 

Doug’s compassion, leadership, hard work ethic, and his care for others.

Journey House anticipates annually awarding $10,000 in Douglas Proebsting Scholarship (ranging from $500 to $2,500) 

for the next decade and beyond.

written by his wife, Wendy Proebsting:

“A phrase Doug would often use was “It is what it is.” He took life as it came, tried not to stress about the things he couldn’t 

change, and made the best out of any situation. He was always “a glass half full” kind of person; he chose to see the bright 

side of life. People loved to be around him because he was very genuine and made people comfortable. When you were 

around him, he made you feel like nothing else mattered; that you were special. It was one of his greatest gifts. He was an 

outstanding listener and communicator and truly enjoyed helping people. He was a great problem-solver and approached 

challenges with creativity, hard-work, and patience. Doug brought out the best in those around him with his positive attitude, 

calm nature, and incredible sense of humor.

Those who knew Doug referred to him as a “giver.” He was generous with his time, money, love, and talents. He felt very 

blessed and thought it was important to give back; to pay it forward. He had a never-ending desire to do more, help more, 

and give more.

When Doug had free time, he loved spending time with his family and friends. Some of his favorite activities included playing 

golf, tennis, ping-pong, playing cards, and almost any water sport. He was a big Badger and Packer fan too. Doug also had a 

sweet tooth and especially liked ice cream and Oreo cookies.

Doug was a wonderful husband and father who took great pride in his family. His loyalty, integrity, unconditional love, 

contagious smile, and down-to-earth nature endeared him to so many. I think he will be remembered for being humble and 

kind with a heart of gold. Every life he touched, he made better.”
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was proudly selected to have a taco created specifically for us. The Journey House Taco consisted of roasted pork 

shoulder, house-made chorizo, sweet plantains, pico de galo, mojo sauce, and microgreens. As a recipient of Powered 

by Tacos, we will receive a maximum of $25,000 that is raised through proceeds of our signature taco created for us in 

partnership with the executive chef and featured on all location menus for five months. 

BelAir Cantina–Powered by Tacos
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2018 Journey House  

Donor Report

$25,000 or Greater
Bader Philanthropies
Charles E. Benidt Foundation, Inc.
Brewers Community Foundation, Inc.
Arlene and Bob Carlson
Jean and Patrick Dunks
Fund for Lake Michigan
Hearts for Families
Herb Kohl Philanthropies
Jeanne and Greg Herrle / Herrle Family 
  Charitable Fund
Mary and Ted Kellner
Local Initiative Support Corporation (LISC)
Northwestern Mutual Foundation
Melitta S. and Joan Pick Charitable Trust
Lori and William Pollock/ William and 
  Lori Pollock Family Fund
Wendy Proebsting
Subaru of America Inc.
United Way of Greater Milwaukee and 
  Waukesha County
UNCOM Bader Arts - COA Youth and 
  Family Centers
Todd Wehr Foundation, Inc.
Wisconsin & Milwaukee Hotel LLC
Wisconsin Technical College System
Joseph and Vera Zilber Charitable 
  Foundation, Inc.

$10,000 to $24,000

American Family Insurance Company
Baird ECAB Group
Kelly and Chris Calvelli
Donald Driver Foundation
Doug Proebsting Memorial Fund
Friends of Doug Proebsting
Frieda and William Hunt Memorial Trust
Iris and Luis Garcia
The Harley-Davidson Foundation, Inc.
IRS VITA
Jane Bradley Pettit Foundation, Inc.
Wendy and Craig Kasten
Barbara and Dennis Klein / B Klein 
  Charitable Fund
Milwaukee Area Technical College
Milwaukee Bucks Foundation, Inc.
PNC Bank
Progress Through Business
Joan and Michael Sturm / Joan and 

  Mike Sturm Charitable Fund
WaterStone Bank Fund of the Waukesha 
  County Community Foundation

$5,000 to $9,999

American Family Insurance Dreams
A.O. Smith Foundation
Cal Ripken, Sr. Foundation
The Catholic Community Foundation
Consulate of Mexico
Dollar General Literacy Foundation
Susan Engeleiter
Fifth Generation, Inc.
The Geiger Family Foundation, Inc.
Melissa and Tim Kempen
Elizabeth and Daniel Kolb
Ladish Co. Foundation
Lori & Rick Rosmann Foundation
Tami Quinlan and John Miceli 
Milliman, Inc.
Julie and Brian Nelson
RBC Wealth Management
Katie and David Reeves
Michelle and Allen Schmitz
Mary Sue and Mike Shannon /  
  Shannon 2006 Revocable Trust
Lynn and Dan Shannon
UMOS
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.

$1,000 to $4,999

American Heart Association
American Transmission Company
Anonymous
Candee and Ray Arndt
Dr. and Mrs. Alfred Bader
Badger Meter Foundation
Belair Cantina
Michele Bria
Charles Brown
Kathie and John Buono
Marina and Kent Carlson
Clare M. Peters Charitable Trust
Clarice S. Turer Charitable Fund
Community Shares of Greater Milwaukee
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Dickson
El Rey Grocery LLC
Employ Milwaukee, Inc.
Cheryl and Richard Erdmann
George Fuller
Froedtert Hospital

Sandy Slater and Brian Gardipee
James Greenwald
Gruber Law Offices, LLC
Sandy and William Haack
Ruth and Gregory Herrle
Ho-Chunk Nation
Patrina and Jaime Hurtado
Sarah and Vladimir Jelencic
Patricia and Daniel Jessup
Johnson Bank
John J and Julie A. Kita Family 
  Charitable Fund
Amanda and Mike Kleber
Suzanne and Dave Krueger
Lynn and Mary Jane Laufenberg
Lori and David Leitl
Dawne and Ray Manista
Marquette University
Glorianne Mather
Mary and Wayne Matzke
Suzette and James Miller
Milwaukee Bucks
Johanna Perrini
Philip Rubenstein Foundation
Tari Plautz-Blazei and Greg Blazei
RBC Foundation - USA
Richard and Tracey Klein Charitable Fund
Saint John Vianney Parish
Santiago Insurance Agency, LLC
Karen and James Schlater
Judy and Roger Smith
MJ Sparks
Target Corporation - Scholarship America 
The Wallace Family Foundation
United Heartland
UW Credit Union
Deborah Van Dyk
Carmen Ventura
WE Energies
John H. Wild Family Trust
Wochinske Family Foundation, Inc.

$500 to $999

Mary and Michael Altschaefl
Shelly and Brian Brandel
Cardinal Capital Management, Inc.
Chris Dadaian
Davidson Family Fund
Paula Davis-Laack
Draeger Family Charitable Fund
Karen and Mark Erdman
Cynthia and Michael Gallagher
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Greater Milwaukee Foundation
Norman E. Herrle
Sue and Michael Heyer
Keyes Charitable Trust
Patricia Kiefer
Keith Kieffer
Gerri and Bob Kolb
Lalumiere League
Nancy and Mark Lawton
Virginia Finn-Lenhardt and Evan Lenhardt
Amy and Mike Lovell
Linda and Earnell Lucas
Mary and Felix Mantilla
Amy and Nate Marshall
Network for Good
Wendy and Curt Paulsen
R&R Insurance
William Reitman and Theresa Reagan /  
  Reitman Reagan Charitable Fund
Rite Hite Foundation
Robert and Jeanne Piekenbrook Fund 
  at the Greater Milwaukee
Joe Schlidt
Urban Economic Development -  
  Association of Wisconsin, INC.
JB Van Hollen
Julie and Tim Wallen
West Bend A Mutual Insurance Company
Beth and Michael Wolff
Young Milwaukee Charitable Organization

$250 to $499

Amy and Dave Abplanalp
Michael Andrade
Baird Foundation, Inc.
Lisa Baratta and Bob Ninneman
Lynn Barti and Steve Steidl
Denice and Gerald Bernstein
Francisco Bravo
Ann Bria
G C Bruscato
Bonnie and Thomas Callen
Kyle Crossman
Mary and Bill Cullinan
Dierdra Daniels
Jennifer Doll
Jason Dominski
Jeanne DuBois
Judy and David French
Jeffrey Gawelski  
Lydia Graves II and John Manning 
Mary Hahn

Kasdorf Family Charitable Trust
Diana and Steve Kleber
Patrice and Robert Klimoski
Mark Lewandowski
Diane Lindsley
Nancy and Joseph Liva
Jennifer Lopez
Dawn and Tom Luken
Gladys and Eugene Manzanet
Jocelyn and Greg Martinek
Jill and Frank Maurer
Krystal Mayer
Pat McKeon
Citlali Mendieta-Ramos
Isaac Menyoli 
Milwaukee Public Museum
NIKE, Inc. / The Benevity Community 
  Impact Fund
Bob Norman
Our Lady of Lourdes
Tom Perez
Aaron Peterka
Susan and Bob Piekenbrock
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Pieper
Maria and Marcos Ramos
Mairead Rauch
Dan Roslawski
Kathleen and William Simonaitis
Mary Ellen and Scott Stanek
Story Hill BKC
Brian Studebaker
Margaret Kelsey and Mike Teich
The Hibernian Foundation, Inc.
Truist / US Bank Employee Giving
Urban Economic Development -  
  Association of Wisconsin, INC.
Karen and Dean Veling
Jen and Bill Waltenberger
Martin Weddle
Beth and Gary Zimmerman

$1 to $249

AmazonSmile Foundation
Anonymous
Ascension Luthern Church
Aurora Health Care
Richard Basham
Brenda and Christopher Behlmer
Patti and Tom Benson
Julie Penman and Jeff Bentoff
Christy and Daniel Bergen
Bethany-Calvary United Methodist Church

Bill & Idy Goodman Family 
James Borris
Tim Brever
Joyce and Gary Bria
Marilyn and James Bria
Bruck Law Office
Gretchen and Bill Burns
Daniel Byrne
Amanda and Neil Cabin
Stephen Calme
Janet Carr
Oscar Castaneda
Christian Faith Fellowship Church East
Roman Claas / Claas Insurance Agency
Kathleen and Steven Clark
Paula and Paul Coldagelli
Solmaria and Hector Colon
Marianne and Jerome Comcowich
Martha and Richard Davis
Christine and David De Bonis
Timothy Dempsey
Karin and Peter Drescher
Sherry and Greg Drewsen
Victoria Dubrovina and James Seeger
Elizabeth Duffey and David Reed
Peg Elderbrook
Cheryl and Richard Erdmann
Joe Farrar
Denise Ferreira and David Ryan
Nina Fierro
Denise and John Foley
Patrick Foran
Vicki and Larry Francione
Gail and Ronald Freitag
Gap Inc.
Mandy and Neil Gavin
Cheryl and John Gehringer
Linda and Gary Gerschke
Theresa and Emil Giglio
Glass Shower Door Company
Carrie and Eric Goetsch
Mr. and Mrs. Arvind Gopalratnam
Monique Graham
Julie and Michael Graverson
Michael Hatch
Sue and Dan Henke
Laura Hokanson
Patricia Ivey
Jack and Joan Stein Foundation Inc.
Chantawn Jackson
Sharon Jankowski
Jim Bartos
Johnson & Johnson
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JP Morgan Chase & Co.
Katrina and Michael King
May and Russ Klisch
John Larsen
Phil Larsen
Rachele and Bob Lehr
Jodi Loduca
Cynthia Ellwood and Robert Lowe 
Eric Luy
Paul Mackesey
Daniel Matte
Jeffrey Mazurczak
David McIntosh
Patricia Miceli
Peg and Jerry Miceli
Mary and Rick Miceli-Wink
Matthew Miller
Joan and Rick Moore
Julissa and Alfonso Morales
Beth and Greg Myers
Cherise and Johnny Myers
Carrie and Dave Osswald
Irene Perez
Erin Pluskota
Jill Pomplun
Terence Powell
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
Debbie and Peter Ramirez
Kristen and Alez Ramirez
Linda Richardson
Charles Robertson
Mary and Gregory Rothe
Elizabeth Rourke
Carrie and Thomas Ruehle
Tyna and Terry Rule
Oscar Sanchez
Maureen and Karl Schimmel
Mary and Edward Schlumpf
Janet and Wayne Sharbuno
Judy Shor
Danielle Skowronski
Clare and Ron Spaulding
Mark Stay
Kevin Stevlingson
Carrie Ticali
Ashley Toole
Travelers Cybergrants Inc.
Patricia Nelson and Michael Van Alstine
Rose Vanevenhoven James Woloszyk
Lisa and Andres Villanueva
Kay and Ken Voll
Christina Von Den Bergh
Amy Warnock

McArthur Weddle
Therese Weiss
Wells Fargo Community Support 
Campaign (Anonymous)
Edie and David Werner
Jennifer Williams
Ambrose Wilson-Brown
Kathy and Tom Yoss
Gregory Zastrow
Jamie and Christopher Zehren
Corey Zetts
Carol and Paul Ziehler
Cassandra Zumstein and Russell Drewry

In Honor of Douglas Proebsting 
Scholarship Fund:
Arlene and Bob Carlson
Friends of Doug Proebsting
Hearts for Families
Wendy Proebsting
Robert Ross
Diane and Clark Slipher

In Honor of:
Cathy Lafleur
Maggey Oplingler
Douglas Proebsting
Douglas Proebsting Scholarship Fund
Dan and Lynn Shannon

In Memory of:
Charles L. Brown Sr.
Florence Fridl
Michael Leitl

Gifts In Kind 

9 Round Milwaukee
Antigua Latin Inspired Kitchen
Candee and Ray Arndt
Bank of Flowers
Bergstrom Automotive
Brewers Community Foundation, Inc.
Ann Bria
Malulani Bria
Dr. Michele Bria
Briggs & Stratton Corp.
Michelle Buelur
Cheesecake Factory Restaurants, Inc.
Children’s Theater of Madison
Circus World
Classic Slice Pizza
Comedy Sportz

Maureen Crowley
Jean Davidson
Gloriann and Keric Dechant
Devon Seafood & Steak
Discovery World at Pier Wisconsin
Donald Driver Foundation
EAA (Experimental Aircraft Association)
Julie and Eric Erickson
Festa Italiana
First Stage Children’s Theater
Florentine Opera Company
Freitag, Gailand Ronald
Friends of Wehr Nature Center
Full Service Car Wash
German Fest Milwaukee Inc.
Glaze
Julian Haliga
Honeypie Cafe
InterContinental Hotel Milwaukee
Melissa Jerke and Scott Spatz
Joseph and Vera Zilber Charitable 
  Foundation, Inc.
Amanda and Mike Kleber
Cathy Lafleur
Lake Geneva Canopy Tours
Lake Geneva Cruise LIne/Gage  
  Marine Corp.
Lasertag Adventure
M Group
Maggiano’s Little Italy
Cathy Malone
Marcus Center for the Performing Arts
Eileen and George Marotte-Stone
Gloriann Mathers
Mary and Wayne Matzke
Metalcraft of Mayville
Mexican Fiesta
Milwaukee Admirals
Milwaukee Bucks
Milwaukee County Zoo
Milwaukee Irish Fest
Milwaukee Police Department
Milwaukee Public Museum
Milwaukee Repertory Theater
Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra
New Threads of Hope
Northwestern Mutual
Oro di Oliva
Paper Source
PepsiCo
Pfister Hotel
Pizza Shuttle
Purple Door Ice Cream
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River Road of Wisconsin
Road America
Russ Darrow Group
Paulina Santos
Sardine
Saz’s Catering
Schlitz Audubon Nature Center
Screaming Tuna
Sheraton Milwaukee Brookfield Hotel
Judy Shor
Signicast Corp.
Ana and Shane Simpson
Six Flags Great America
Sky Zone Milwaukee
Skylight Music Theatre
Sobelman’s Pub & Grill
Soulboxer Cocktail Co.
Southwest Airlines
Sprint
The Brewhouse Inn & Suites
The Milwaukee Wave
Today’s TMJ4
Transfer Pizzeria
Turner, Kevin
Urban Ecology Center
UW Madison
Kay and Ken Voll
Ward’s House of Prime
Wilderness Hotel & Golf Resort
Wisconsin Dells Information Hotline, Inc.
Wisconsin Harley-Davidson

Partners in the Journey

16th Street Health Center
88Nine Radio Milwaukee
A-Rod Foundation (Alex Rodriguez)
A.L. Schutzman Company
ACS Group
Above the Clouds
African American Male Initiative 
All American Youth Football League (AAYFL)
Alverno College
America Scores Soccer 
American Family Insurance
American Heart Association 
Antigua Latin Restaurant
Arandell
Artists Working in Education 
Associated Bank 
Augustine Preparatory Academy
Aurora Healthcare
Bader Philanthropies

Baird-ECAB Investment Group
BankWork$
Beisbol Mundial
BelAir Cantina
Beth Strohbusch
Beth Strohbusch Communications
Betty Brinn Children’s Museum
BMO Harris Bank
Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Milwaukee
Brewers Community Foundation
Briggs & Stratton Corporation
Bublr
Building Owners and Managers (BOMA) 
Cal Ripken Sr. Foundation
Camp Luther 
Cardinal Capital Management
Cardinal Stritch University
Cathy Peltz
CD Smith 
Cesar Chavez Business District
Charles E. Benidt Foundation
Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin
Citi Foundation
City of Milwaukee-CDBG 
Administration
City of Milwaukee-Department of 
 Neighborhood Services
City on a Hill
City Year
Clarke Square Media Productions
Clarke Square Neighborhood Initiative
CleanPower
COA
COABE Coalition of Adult Basic Education
Colectivo
College Possible 
Community Building Milwaukee
Community Shares
Core el Centro
Cream Skills  Basketball Association 
Cristo Rey High School
David J. Frank Landscaping
Discovery World
Divine Savior of Holy Angels
Donald Driver Foundation
Eddie’s Landscaping
El Rey
Employ Milwaukee
ESPN Deportes Radio 1510
ExFabula
Family Dollar
Felix Mantilla
Felix Mantilla, Sr.

Fields
First Inspires 
FIS
FOCUS
Foley & Lardner
Fox 6 News
Friends of Domes
Froedtert Hospital & the Medical 
 College of Wisconsin
Fuel Cafe
Fund for Lake Michigan
Geiger Family Foundation
Girls Fore Golf
Global Youth Leadership Institute 
Greater Milwaukee Foundation
Green Bay Packers
Green Bay Packers Foundation
Gruber Law Offices
Harley-Davidson Foundation
Harley-Davidson Museum
Hartwig Exhibit & Display
Hearts for Families
Helgesen
Herb Kohl Philanthropies
Hilton Milwaukee Center
Hispanic Professionals of Greater 
 Milwaukee
HNTB
Hunger Task Force
Hyatt Regency Milwaukee
i.c Stars
ICM Corporation
Institute of Real Estate Management 
 (IREM)
INTEC Construction
Internal Revenue Service
International Commerce & Marketing 
 Corporation
International Research and Exchange 
 Board (IREX)
Interstate Partners
Jai Bird Productions
Jewish Community Center Rainbow Camp
Jockey
John Miceli
Komatsu Mining Corporation
Kroger’s
L&R USA Inc.
Lakeside International Trucks
Lammi Sports Management
Landaas & Company
Layton Boulevard West Neighbors
League of United Latin American 
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 Citizens (LULAC)
Les Weil
Lighthouse Youth Center
LinkedIn 
Little League of America
Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC)
Luke Homan Foundation
Majerus Family Foundation
Majic Productions
Major League Baseball
Major League Baseball-MLB Player’s 
Association Youth Development  
 Foundation
Mali Bria Design
Marcus Center for the Performing Arts
Marcus Hotels, Inc.
Marquette University
Marquette University High School 
Marriott Hotels
Materion
Medical College of Wisconsin
Menomonee Valley Partners
Metalcraft of Mayville
Mexican Consulate
MIAD
Milliman
Milwaukee Public Schools 
Milwaukee Admirals
Milwaukee Area Technical College
Milwaukee Brewers
Milwaukee Bucks
Milwaukee Bucks Foundation
Milwaukee Center for Children and Youth 
Milwaukee Child Welfare Partnership 
 Council
Milwaukee Christian Center
Milwaukee County Mitchell Park 
Conservatory Domes Task Force
Milwaukee County Parks
Milwaukee County Sheriff
Milwaukee County Wrap-Around
Milwaukee County Zoo
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
Milwaukee Police Department
Milwaukee Public Library
Milwaukee Public Library Foundation
Milwaukee Public Museum
Milwaukee Public Schools
Milwaukee Public Theater
Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra
Milwaukee Urban League 
Milwaukee World Festivals
MindStar Counseling

Molina Health Care
Mount Mary University
National Center for Learning
Nehemiah Project
Neighborhood House
Neighborhood News Service Milwaukee
Neu-Life
NEWaukee
Nike
NL Suits
North Star Providers
Northcott Neighborhood House
Northwestern Mutual Foundation
Office of African American Affairs 
Palermo’s
PEP Nation
Pettit National Ice Center
Pieper Power
Pitch In for Baseball
PNC Bank
Potawatomi Foundation 
Potawatomi Hotel & Casino
Principal 
Pro-Literacy
R&R Insurance
RBC Wealth Management
REDgen
Reg Harris
RISE Youth and Family Center 
Rule Enterprises
Safe and Sound
Saz’s Catering
Scag Power Equipment
Scaling Wellness in Milwaukee (SWIM)
Schlitz Audubon Nature Center
Scotts Miracle Gro
Secure Fire & Safety
Sharp Literacy
Signicast
Silver Spring Neighborhood Center
Sixteen Inch Society 
Southside Organizing Committee (SOC)
Southwest Airlines
Sports Turf Managers Association
Sprint
St. Anthony High School
St. John Vianney Parish
St. Monica’s Parish
STAMM Technologies
State of Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources
State of Wisconsin-Department of  
 Children and Families’ Office of Urban 

 Development
Studio Gear
TBEY Arts Center, Inc.
Teens Grow Greens
Telemundo
Thomson Companies
Today’s TMJ4
Todo Postres
Total Mechanical
UMOS
United Neighborhood Centers of  
 Milwaukee
United Tool
United Way of Greater Milwaukee  
 & Waukesha Counties
Urban Ecology Center
US Citizenship and Immigration 
 Services
US Lacrosse 
USA Football
UW Credit Union
UW-Extension
UW-Lacrosse
UW-Madison
UW-Milwaukee
Waterstone Bank
WE Energies
Western States Envelopes & Labels
Will the Tree Cutter
Wisconsin Community Services
Wisconsin Literacy
Wisconsin Radio Group
Wisconsin Sports Turf Managers 
 Association
Wisconsin Technical College System
YES! for Schools
Young Milwaukee Charitable 
 Organization
Young Milwaukee Professionals
Zilber Family Foundation
Zilber Limited/ Zilber Property Group
Zizzo Group
Zoological Society of Milwaukee

Every effort has been made to 

ensure accuracy in the 2018 

donor list. If your name has been 

omitted, misspelled or incorrectly 

listed, please bring the error to 

the attention of Journey House by 

calling (414) 647-0548 or emailing 

info@journeyhouse.org. Thank you.
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Clarke Square Apartments

Urban Academy Center at Baran Park
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Journey House Cafe

‘

Baran 
Park 
Baseball 
Complex
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CITY OF MILWAUKEE

Community Development Block Grant
Neighborhood Ambassadors Program (NAP)

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA)

LOCAL INITIATIVE SUPPORT 

CORPORATION (LISC)

Financial Opportunity Center

MILWAUKEE PUBLIC SCHOOLS (MPS)

Community Learning Center
  Kagel K–5 School
  Longfellow K-8 School
  South Division High School
Summer Stars

MILWAUKEE AREA TECHNICAL COLLEGE 

UNITED NEIGHBORHOOD CENTERS  

OF MILWAUKEE

Bader Philanthropies Cultural Arts Grant

UNITED WAY OF GREATER MILWAUKEE  

AND WAUKESHA COUNTY

Adult Education 
Community Schools 
Financial Education
Urban Careers Institute

WISCONSIN TECHNICAL COLLEGE SYSTEM 

BOARD

Adult Education and Family Literacy Program
Civics/English Literacy

Sources of Grants  
and Contracts
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JOURNEY HOUSE CENTER FOR FAMILY 
LEARNING AND YOUTH ATHLETICS 
2110 West Scott Street 
Milwaukee, WI 53204 
Ph: 414-647-0548 
Fax: 414-647-0266

JOURNEY HOUSE PACKERS  
FOOTBALL STADIUM 
Milwaukee County Mitchell Park  
(eastern side) 
South 22nd Street and West Pierce Street 
Milwaukee, WI 53204

FELIX MANTILLA LITTLE LEAGUE  
Baran Park 
2474 South Chase 
Milwaukee, WI 53207

Community Learning Centers (CLC):

H.W. LONGFELLOW K-8 SCHOOL CLC 
1021 S. 21st Street 
Milwaukee, WI 53204 
Ph: 414-902-9807 
Fax: 414-902-9815

Campus Housing Properties:

741 South 23rd Street 
Milwaukee, WI 53204

2033 West Scott Street 
Milwaukee, WI 53204

2330 West Mineral Street 
Milwaukee, WI 53204

Journey House Learning  
& Leadership Centers

Mike Kleber, Zilber Ltd/Zilber Property Group, Chairman

Dan Shannon, FIS, President

Mike Sturm, Milliman, Vice President

Carmen Ventura, Community Volunteer, Secretary

Eugene Manzanet, US Bank, Treasurer, Retired Chairman

Ray Arndt, Premier Legacy Wealth Management

Fran Brzezinski, Interstate Partners, LLC

Chris Calvelli, Baird, Retired Board President

Sarah Jelencic, Foley & Lardner

Barbara Klein, Community Volunteer, Retired Board President

Nate Marshall, Helgesen

Frank Mauer, R&R Insurance Services, Inc

John Miceli, Retired - Eppstein Uhen Architects, Inc

BOARD MEMBERS RETIRED DURING 2017

Johanna Perrini, Baird, Vice President

Dr. Wilma Bonaparte, Ed.D., Milwaukee Area Techinical College

Anna Baxter Kirk, Northwestern Mutual

Theresa Plautz-Blazei, Marquette University, Treasurer

JOURNEY HOUSE CHARITABLE FOUNDATION  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Greg Herrle, Community Volunteer, President

Kathryn Buono, Briggs & Stratton, Vice President

Daniel Kolb, RBC Wealth Management, Treasurer

Brian Kilb, Landass & Company, Secretary

Barbara Klein, Community Volunteer

Chris Calvelli, Baird

James Schlater, Retired President, Secure Fire & Safety, LLC

Journey House  
Board of Directors
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Our Journey—Our Past

Since 1969, Journey House has been transforming 

lives in and around Milwaukee’s Near Southside. Over 

time, the organization has grown from a small start-

up founded by VISTA volunteers to a highly visible 

community asset located physically and figuratively in 

the center of Clarke Square. Journey House continues 

to serve as a premier catalytic agent of change for the 

individuals and families that utilize its resources.

Where We Were

The Happy Moon Journey House derived its name 

from the United States’ successful lunar landing 

in 1969. VISTA (Volunteers In Service To America) 

workers established Journey House as a community 

service operation staffed 100% by volunteers. The 

goal was to help youth and families living in poverty 

to overcome obstacles and attain a higher quality of 

life. Supplies and materials were provided thanks to 

the generosity of Zion United Church of Christ (S. 14th 

St. and Greenfield Ave.).

Where We Are—Our Present

Journey House has experienced tremendous growth 

since its new facility opened its doors in May 2012. The 

organization serves over 8,900 different individuals 

annually through its core programs of adult education, 

youth development, workforce readiness, and family 

engagement. Journey House is a proud member 

organization of the United Neighborhood Centers of 

Milwaukee (UNCOM) and eagerly participates in over 

260 partnerships and collaborative relationships with 

for-profit and not-for-profit organizations throughout 

the Metro Milwaukee area.

Where We Are Going—Our Future

Journey House has demonstrated tremendous 

capacity for growth as an organization. More 

importantly, Journey House’s growth has been 

accompanied by a profound impact on the Clarke 

Square Neighborhood and the greater Milwaukee 

community. Journey House has embraced the 

challenges that come along with serving a diverse 

clientele in a challenging neighborhood. The results 

have shown that community investments pay off in 

the form of reduced violence, increased community 

engagement, and more people employed.

The Journey House facilities--the organization’s central 

building, as well as the Journey House Packers Stadium, 

Baran Park Baseball Fields and Campus Housing—

represent the investments of a committed Board of 

Directors, hardworking staff, and eager participants.

50th Anniversary: 
Our Past, Our Present, 
Our Future

Original Journey House

The Journey House today
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